© SUBMERSED PLANTS
WITH ENTIRE
LEAVES — ALTERNATE

LEAVES Potamogeton pectmatus (POT—a-mo-_]E;E-ton PECK—tm—a-tus)

- Sago pondweed

Potamogeton - (Gk. ) potamos erCl‘ + gexton ne1ghbor

pectinatus — (L.) comb hke (referrmg to narrow leaves)

With a snaﬂ the dutboard motor kicked out of the water..

The Zake was so murky that the skiers didn’t realize how
shallow it had become. The hushed prop was tangled in a
green. mass that had been sago pondweed

SUBMERS E D IS

Description: The stems (30‘ 80 cm oval to egg-shaped in outline. The .
long) of sago pondweed sprout from
slender rhizomes that are peppered mth s
starchy tubers (1-1.5 cm
long). The leaves (3-10

cm long, 0.5-1.5 mm_

fruit is rounded on the back with a
short beak and sometimes a low dorsal” :

ridge, two lateral ridges or both.
Similar Spécies’: Similar species: Sago pondweed
SHEATHED

) resembles two other pondweeds W1th
PONDWEED |

wide) are very thin and needle-like leaves, but 1s much more

resemble pine needles,

common than either of them.

Th_réad—leaf pondweed (P, filiformis) -
has leaves with a blunt, notched

- s‘flpq/ar
sheath
6 x life-size

N\ endmg na sharp pomt
\ ‘Each. branch may-

be forked several ‘ e i
times 1nto a spreadmg, fan—hke up a; a ;m er fruit than 5389
arrangement.” St1pules are fused pondwee

Sheathed pondweed (P vaginatus) also
has a blunt, notched tip and is easily -

mﬂafed .

sﬂpu/ar
.s/)eaf/)

to the leaves for most of their

1ength creatmg a st1pu1ar sheath
- (1- 3 cm long). (See Potqmogeton ,
SpP- for a descmption of stipules.)

distinguished from sago by the »
inflated sheaths of its stipules (2.5-5
mm wide). Sheathed pondweed is

’ Flowers and ﬁ:u1t are produced ona . ]Jste d as Threatened mW1sconsm

slender stalk (3 10 cm long) that may N

be submersed or floating. on the water Orlgm & Range: Namve common mf :

surface The flowets and fruit are
arranged in small- Whorls that are
slightly spaced apart on the stalk. Th.lS
creates the appearance of beads on a
string. Each frmt (3-4.5 mm long) is

Wisconsin; range mcludes most of U.S.

~ Habitat: Sago pondweed is Wldespreadu

in lakes, ponds, streams and rivers. It is
usually found in water 1-2 meters deep,

but will grow much deeper at times.




P2
fused

sfipule
ife-size

It grows in a variety of sedi-
ment types and a wide range
" of water conditions. It can
‘sometimes be found as the

~Jast surviving rooted plant in

" very turbid water.
~ Through the Year: Sago pond-
. weed overwinters by its hardy

" thizomes and tubers. Under some =~

- conditions, seeds may also germi-

nutlet
70 x life-size

' nate. Flowering occurs early in the |
growing season and fruit is produced
. by midsummer. Tubers are produced
~ on the rhizomes throughout the
growing season. The foliage dies
back in the fall.

alue in Aquatic Community:
Sago pondweed is ,c_,o‘nsi'd‘ered/ one
of the top food producsrs for water--
ywl. Both the ﬁjuitfahd Eu’bers are S :
heavily grazed and are considered 8
critical for a variety of nﬁgi’atofy \
‘waterfowl. Sago also provides fbod

and shelter for young trout and

other juvenile fish.
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